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PRESS RELEASE 11 October 2013

Sustainable crop protection in focus when Crown Princess Victoria visited Lantmännen BioAgri

Today, 11 October, HRH The Crown Princess Victoria visited Lantmännen BioAgri in Uppsala. The focus of this visit from the Crown Princess was on environmental and sustainability issues in agriculture and how Lantmännen BioAgri contributes to sustainable agriculture both now and in the future. 
HRH The Crown Princess Victoria visited Lantmännen BioAgri in Uppsala today. The Crown Princess is very interested in environmental and sustainability issues, and the focus of her visit was on the company’s work to promote sustainable agriculture both now and in the future. The company’s innovations and their significance in a global environmental perspective were discussed. 

The Crown Princess was also told about how Lantmännen BioAgri uses ThermoSeed treatment and how this process works. ThermoSeed is an eco-friendly way of using heat treatment to prevent seeds from getting diseases.

BioAgri uses natural microorganisms as the basis for developing and producing eco-friendly products for crop protection and for improving harvests and quality. Cedomon, Cerall and Cedress are products that are used in agriculture. The most recent product, Amase, has been developed for gardens and forestry to stimulate the nutrition uptake of plants and to promote quicker growth. In recent years, many successful products have been developed and the company has been recognised for its innovations. Earlier this year Lantmännen BioAgri won the ‘Eco-Company of the Year’ award.

“All our products are based on Swedish patented inventions, coming from our own development work and research from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), where Lantmännen has been involved from an early stage. Every year we replace a lot of chemical pesticides and today one in four grain fields in Sweden is treated with our eco-friendly products,” explains Kenneth Alness, MD of Lantmännen BioAgri. 

Johan Stiernstedt is a farmer in Uppland and has used products from BioAgri for a long time.

“We use these products because they are effective and add environmental values that both we, the farmers, and the consumers appreciate,” says Johan Stiernstedt.


“Farmland is an important resource now that society gradually needs to move towards an economy that is based more on renewable resources,” says Bengt-Olov Gunnarson, Chairman of Lantmännen. 
“At Lantmännen we operate in several important sectors, such as agriculture, energy and food, so we also have a responsibility to take on sustainability challenges in these areas. The way that BioAgri has developed eco-friendly products is a good example of how we take responsibility for creating more sustainable agriculture production. Innovative solutions are needed to guarantee production in the long term and to reduce the negative environmental consequences,” concludes Bengt-Olov Gunnarson.
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Bengt-Olov Gunnarson, Chairman of Lantmännen: +46 705 77 05 86, 
Kenneth Alness, MD of BioAgri: +46 705 14 47 14, kenneth.alness@lantmannen.com 
About Lantmännen
Lantmännen is one of the largest groups in agriculture, machinery, energy and food in the Nordic region. Our brands include AXA, Kungsörnen, GoGreen, Hatting, Schulstad and Gooh. We are owned by 33,500 Swedish farmers, have approximately 8,600 employees, are represented in 22 countries, and have sales of approximately SEK 33 billion. Our company is firmly rooted in the knowledge and values that have existed among our owners for generations. We conduct research, development and operations throughout the chain, enabling us to take responsibility from field to fork. For more information, visit: www.lantmannen.com 

